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FREE AND INEXPENSIVE MATERIALS 


A LITTLE more than a year ago a 
subcommittee of the Subscription 
Books Committee was appointed to in- 
vestigate commercial services which list 
and make available free and inexpensive 
and other ephemeral materials. The sub- 
committee classified the materials to be 
reviewed into three major groups: gen- 
eral, vocational, picture and map services. 
The attention of the subcommittee was 
first given to general pamphlet services— 


those listing or supplying materials in 
varied subject fields. 

The subcommittee makes its first re- 
port after a year spent in investigating 
general pamphlet services. It found that 
these services were, in general, of four 
types. First are the services which list the 
available pamphlet material. These 
usually are published regularly at stated 
intervals. Most of such lists are arranged 
by subject, giving full bibliographic in- 
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formation and annotations. The second 
type of service offers an ordering service 
in addition to listing the material avail- 
able. Sometimes the service supplies only 
a part of the total number of pamphlets 
listed, sometimes all of them. Third, 
there are services which in addition to 
listing pamphlets and supplying the ma- 
terials, furnish a filing cabinet and/or a 
system for filing the pamphlets. Lastly, 
there are some important publishers’ 
pamphlet series, covering varied subjects, 
published and sold chiefly for school use. 
Pamphlets sold only in sets definitely 
should be reviewed in this medium. When 
series available as separates come in com- 
petition with series sold only in sets, the 
former, in the opinion of the writer, 
should also be reviewed. 

The subcommittee found its problem 
similar to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee in respect to securing accurate in- 
formation on the services. I quote the fol- 
lowing from the editorial in volume I, 
number 1 of the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin, January 1930: “Every effort will 
be made to secure correct information; 
often this is difficult or impossible to ob- 
tain. Publishers of good sets are uni- 
versally glad to submit them; others 
divulge information reluctantly, or in 
certain cases refuse to send their sets for 
examination.” ‘The subcommittee found 
additional difficulty in even securing the 
present addresses of some companies. 
Sometimes, when services were being sold 
in certain areas, investigation showed that 
the publishing or distributing company 
was unknown at the address it gave on 
the service. These companies work a cer- 
tain territory and then apparently “fly by 


night” to another locality, often times 
changing names in the process. One 
should investigate carefully before buy- 
ing a service in order that the reliability 
of the company be established. 

Buyers need to be cautioned against 
being swayed by testimonials. General 
statements by authorities mentioning the 
desirability of pamphlet collections in the 
schools are used as an endorsement of a 
particular pamphlet service. ‘Testimon- 
ials offered on behalf of a service must 
be read carefully and critically and should 
not be given undue weight. 

Also it is essential to be sure of the 
revision policy of the service. Since the 
timeliness of the pamphlet material is very 
important, the more often the service is 
revised, the better it is. Pamphlet ma- 
terials become dated very quickly; they 
go out of print rapidly and other titles are 
substituted. Therefore the service, to be 
useful over a period of time, must have 
some policy for keeping the subscriber in- 
formed of the new material appearing. If 
it does not do this, the service becomes 
worthless in a few weeks or months. 

One must face realistically also the full 
cost of pamphlets. Agents impress us 
with the fact that we are getting so much 
free material. It is not free when the 
cost of postage, clerical assistance, and 
the cost of the service are divided as they 
must be by the number of pamphlets re- 
ceived. ‘The number of pamphlets ac- 
tually available, not the number listed, 
is one of the determining factors of what 
the service is worth. To check on the 
pamphlets available, the subcommittee 
whenever it was possible made a sampling 
of the free material listed. 
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The value of the material received, the 
cost of stationery and postage, and the 
original cost of the service need to be 
considered in direct relationship to the 
amount of material that the buyer would 
not have found had it not been for the 
service. 

It is always a problem in the library to 
know how much to spend on pamphlet 
material. Pamphlets are valuable be- 
cause they are timely ; they treat in a con- 
cise manner, recent material not yet in 
books ; they sometimes give a specific point 


of view on a controversial issue. Because 
they are relatively inexpensive they may 
be discarded more easily when the issue 
they discuss is dead or when the material 
has been treated more adequately in books. 
However, libraries having little money to 
spend should invest the major part of it on 
books. Pamphlets are supplements rather 
than substitutes for books. It is impor- 
tant to choose the free and inexpensive 
materials (no matter how good) in rela- 
tion to the rest of the collection. 

D. GENEVIEVE Dixon, Chairman * 


REVIEWS 


Annotated list of books, 10c to $1, 
1941-42. Ridgefield Park, N.J., Rus- 
sell Reynolds. 10c. 


This is a list of inexpensive books from 
the presses of 20 publishers, including 
such standard publishers as Columbia uni- 
versity press, Random house, Macmil- 
lan, David McKay, Garden City press, 
Blue ribbon, Whitman publishing com- 
pany, and others. All books are availa- 
ble through the publisher of this list, 
Russell Reynolds. Ten cent and 15 cent 
books are postpaid on orders of more 
than 25 books; for smaller orders, post- 
age is two cents per book. Discounts 
are allowed to educational institutions 
and libraries. 

Most of the books listed here do not 
appear in such lists as the Children’s cata- 
log, partly because of the very low prices 
PP Ba my Em gg A 
oo moe — Fok, Eee tt Lente, 
San Francisco; Dora Smith, oy ose, Calif.; 


Dorothea Western, Maywood, IIl. B Genevieve 
Dixon, Chicago, Chairman. 


2. 


of the books listed. Included are such 
series as the Happy hour books, Little 
library, Children’s favorites, Children’s 
classics, Juveniles of distinction, Golden 
books, and others, most of which are well 
known to librarians. Fairly complete 
lists of these publishers series are given 
as compared to the few selected titles of 
these series appearing in the Children’s 
catalog. 

The titles, printed in capitals, are ar- 
ranged alphabetically under large sub- 
jects. The following. information is in- 
cluded: the author’s last name, a very 
brief annotation, the publisher (indicated 
by a symbol), the copyright date, illustra- 
tions (whether or not colored), pages, 
binding (indicated by code), school grade 
level, and size of type. 

Approximately a third of the books 
listed cost 25 cents or less. 

The subject headings used, although 
not standard, are probably self-explana- 
tory to the teacher who is looking for 
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materials for school activities or who is 
trying to secure inexpensive reading ma- 
terials. No definite information is given 
as to how the grading of the books in- 
cluded was decided. 

This list may be useful for the ele- 
mentary or junior high school teacher 
selecting her classroom collection, al- 
though annotations given are extremely 
brief and need to be supplemented by a 
familiarity with the works of certain au- 
thors and the types of books published 
by certain publishers. It would be of 
value in choosing attractive books for 
remedial reading activities. 

This list is recommended for the ele- 
mentary and junior high schools and to 
public libraries which wish to build up 
collections of attractive, inexpensive book 
material. 


Basic science education series, net 
price 21c each. 

Basic social education series, net 
price 21-40c each. Evanston, IIl., 
Row, Peterson and co. 

These series consist of a large number 
of small books known as Unitexts, de- 
signed to provide essential material for 
the teaching programs in science and 
social studies in the elementary and sec- 
ondary grades. Each book within the 
series provides a thorough treatment of 
one specific subject, and may be purchased 
separately. Several series have been 
started or planned by the publishers, each 
of which is a part of a unit plan of texts 
called the Unitext program. 

The Basic science education series is 
planned to include 65 Unitexts for science 
classes in the intermediate grades and 


junior high school. About half of the 
titles are still in preparation. Each book 
deals with a specific subject in the bio- 
logical or physical sciences as the titles 
indicate: “The sky about us,” “Our 
ocean of air,” “Birds,” “Stories read from 
rocks,” “Our servant of electricity.” 
Bertha Morris Parker, who teaches at the 
Laboratory Schools of the University of 
Chicago is described by the publishers as 
the supervising author. Her name ap- 
pears as the author of each book, though 
on some title-pages a joint author or the 
name of the person who checked the book 
for scientific accuracy is also listed. The 
vocabulary is simple and the print is large. 
There are a few well-selected study 
questions at the end of each book. 

The Basic social education series is de- 
signed for a social studies program ex- 
tending from the first through the twelfth 
grades. Present plans provide for many 
titles on all grade levels; to date 22 have 
been published for the intermediate and 
junior high school grades. According 
to the publishers, “Each book in the series 
covers some one aspect of the social en- 
vironment which is of immediate concern 
and importance to the student, and of 
significance in the development of the 
social understandings and _ attitudes 
needed in a democracy.” 

A sampling of authors and titles in- 
cludes the “Story of democracy,” by Har- 
riect Bunn; “Daily bread and other 
foods,” by Ruth Brindze; “A primer of 
economics,” by Stuart Chase; “Motor 
car in American life,” by Curtis Fuller. 
Doak S. Campbell, of George Peabody 


College for Teachers, is chairman of five 
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consulting editors. 

The books in the two series are paper 
covered and each contains from 36 to 64 
pages, usually divided three-fourths to 
text and one fourth to illustrations. Al- 
most every page has some illustrative ma- 
terial, either in black and white or color. 
While the color work in a few of the 
books is not quite equal to that in others, 
it would be difficult to find many books 
at this price with an equal amount of good 
illustration. ‘The color work in the Basic 
science education series is especially out- 
standing. 

Though the publishers announce these 
series as textbooks, this fact is not of pri- 
mary concern to librarians. The books 
are of value as supplementary library 
materials for school and children’s li- 
braries. The information is accurate and 
readable. The illustrations, particularly 
those in color, add notably to the attrac- 
tiveness of the books. 

The combination of attractiveness and 
readability also makes the Unitexts in 
these series valuable for work with adults 
where simple, accurate, and dignified ma- 
terials are needed. 

Recommended as individual titles for 
all school and public libraries. 


The Booklist. Chicago, American li- 
brary association. $3 per year, 25c per 
single issue. Published semi-monthly, 
October through July, and monthly in 
August and September. 

There are two main sources of free 
and inexpensive material included in The 
Booklist at irregular intervals during the 
year: the list of “Free and inexpensive ma- 
terial” and “U.S. public documents.” 


The “Free and inexpensive material” 
list is published about fifteen times a year, 
totaling annually over 300 titles, includ- 
ing individual pamphlets, inexpensive 
books, and the new titles in important 
pamphlet series. Two or three times a 
year a portion of the list is specifically de- 
voted to children’s material, and includes 
both books and pamphlets. The books are 
annotated, but most of the pamphlets are 
not. 

A list of “U.S. public documents” ap- 
pears about eight times ‘a year, and in- 
cludes approximately 300 publications of 
the Federal government. All titles are 
grouped according to subjects, such as 
Aeronautics, Books and libraries, Con- 
sumers, Children, Health, Mexico, Con- 
servation, and National parks. Descrip- 
tive annotations are given for all items. 

In addition to the two sources described 
above, the many lists of “Series and edi- 
tions,” and “Children’s editions” should 
be mentioned. No pamphlet material ap- 
pears here but many books which cost less 
than one dollar are included. By means 
of special editorial notes in some issues, 
attention is also called to outstanding 
pamphlet material. 

The care with which all pamphlet and 
ephemeral material is selected must be 
just as great as that given to books, if 
the vertical file collection is to be organ- 
ized to serve the known needs of the li- 
brary. This principle of evaluating free 
and inexpensive material has been care- 
fully observed by The Booklist staff, with 
the result that all lists are highly selec- 
tive. This is of particular importance to 
the small library or the small school 
where the librarian or teacher-librarian 
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has little time to attempt a selection of the 
most accurate, authoritative, and up-to- 
date titles from the wealth of material 
now on the market. No advertising ma- 
terial of commercial firms is included. 
While much of the material is ephemeral 
in interest, the majority of the titles in- 
cluded in The Booklist do not go out of 
print quickly and can be obtained a few 
months after publication. 

Considering that the greater part of 
T he Booklist is devoted to new books, the 
cost of the professional service for new 
worthwhile pamphlet materials is very 
small. The Booklist is recommended to 
the school and public library as a source 
for free and inexpensive materials. 


Classified education index guide. 
The Mutual education association of 
Chicago, which is said to publish this 
service, has not been reached by the 
Subcommittee. It is thought that this 
organization is inactive at present. 


The educators directory. The New 
Era teachers service, publishers of this 
service, does “not send out on ‘On Ap- 
proval’ basis or for examination pur- 
poses” The educators directory. 


Educators Index of Free Materials; 
annotated edition edited by John Guy 
Fowlkes. Randolph, Wisconsin. Edu- 
cators Progress League. Prices, one 
year subscription : Single Index $17.50; 


with semi-annual revision $24. Three 


year subscription, single index an- 
nually: cash $27; ninety days $28.50; 
yearly payments (total) $31.50, 
Three year subscription, semi annual 


revisions: cash $36; ninety days, 
$37.50; yearly payments (total) 
$43.50. Prices include “counselling 
and installation service” and metal box 
to hold set. 


The free materials listed in this service 
comprise pamphlets, booklets, charts, and 
some exhibits, films, slides, and maps. The 
index is printed on approximately 150 
heavy white cards which come to the sub- 
scriber in a metal box 54% x 8% x 3% 
inches. The materials listed are organ- 
ized under nine general headings : 4 dmin- 
istration, Applied Arts, Fine Arts, Health 
Education, Language Arts, Science, So- 
cial Studies, Special Fields, Visual Edu- 
cation. Each general heading is in turn 
subdivided, e.g., one finds under Science, 
Biology, Chemistry and General Science. 
Under a tenth general heading called 
Sources are listed (1) Agricultural Ex- 
periment Stations, (2) U.S. Government 
Offices which have material for distribu- 
tion, and (3) agencies found within most 
states from which free materials are usu- 
ally available. One card called Table of 
Contents shows the organization of the 
whole file. All cards are numbered con- 
secutively as they stand in proper alpha- 
betic sequence and at the back of the file 
is an Analytical Index. It is an alpha- 
betical list of organizations only (no sub- 
ject entries)—organizations whose ma- 
terials are listed on the cards which make 
up the file. The name of each organiza- 
tion is followed by numbers referring back 
to the cards on which that agency’s ma- 
terials are listed. This permits the or- 
dering of all desired items from one 
agency at one time. 

The cards which make up the main 
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part of the Index, those filed under the 
nine general headings, sometimes separate 
teacher materials from pupil materials; 
under some subjects there are also head- 
ings for high school materials. Each item 
listed is usually followed by a brief an- 
notation and by the name and address of 
the agency offering it. Where two or 
more items available from the same source 
are listed, they are arranged in alpha- 
betical order followed by name and ad- 
dress of the agency. In the May 1942 
revision the agencies are entered “alpha- 
betically straight through each subject.” 
This is a change from former listings 
which arranged the agencies by states and 
alphabetically within each state. The 
new arrangement seems to be more logi- 
cal. 

Printed in small type at the top of each 
card under the heading or the subheading, 
there are see also references, for example 
under SciENCE-BIoLoGy we find “see 
also Agriculture, Conservation, Films, 
Magazines, Maps, Radio Scripts and 
Slides.” No one of these subjects 
mentioned after “see also” appear on the 
general guide cards, so they must be sub- 
headings. To find the sub-heading it is 
necessary to use the Table of Contents 
card and to read down until a subject ap- 
pears—Agriculture under Applied Arts, 
Conservation and Magazines under Spe- 
cial Fields, Films, Maps and Slides under 
Visual Education, Radio Scripts under 
Language Arts. 

General directions for using the Edu- 
cators Index of Free Materials are printed 
in the front in a section called General 
Directions, while specific directions for 
the use of each section are printed at the 


beginning of that section. 

No attempt was made in preparing this 
review to evaluate the materials listed for 
accuracy, content, and readability. The 
basis on which they are selected is not 
clear, other than the claim that they are 
free. Many of the agencies listed as 
sources of free pamphlets are Divisions. 
Departments or Agencies of the United 
States Government. As most federal 
agencies have only a very limited supply 
of their own materials for free distribu- 
tion, much of the government material 
listed is not free but must be purchased 
from the Superintendent of Documents. 

The Educators Index of Free Ma- 
terials first appeared under the copyright 
date of March 1937 and has been revised 
twenty-four times since. There seems to 
be no set dates for revisions but they 
have come in winter, summer and fall 
during the past three years. The revi- 
sions, according to the publisher’s state- 
ment, are made only after careful check- 
ing. “Every item in the Index (Septem- 
ber, 1942 revision) except films, was re- 
ceived by our office this summer. The 
films were checked by special correspond- 
ence.” Each revision lists the material 
from the former set which is still in print 
plus new items. Each consists of a set 
of cards which completely replaces the 
old set. Unfortunately no effort is made 
to indicate new items, a feature which 
would be of great help to the user. (The 
February 1942 revision contained 51 new 
sources. ) 

No date is given for any item entered, 
nor is there anything in the entire index 
to indicate how recent the material is. 
For some materials the date has little sig- 
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nificance while for others the date is most 
important. 

The omission of a subject index makes 
the set very difficult and cumbersome to 
use. Even the Table of Contents is con- 
fusing because of the arbitrary grouping 
of subjects. For example, several sub- 
jects which are usually found in the so- 
cial science curriculum are listed under 
“Special.” One rather unusual heading, 
“Distributive Education,” evidently 
means salesmanship, judging from the 
material listed on its corresponding cards. 
Only by checking each entry under each 
main heading or sub-heading and under 
each “see also” reference, can the user 
determine whether there is material listed 
on a given subject, such as coffee or lum- 
ber. 

Little effort has been made to grade 


materials. A few cards are headed 


“Teacher Materials” and “High School 
Materials,” but for the bulk of the en- 


tries, no attempt has been made at grad- 
ing. In some cases the title of a pamphlet 
helps to determine where it might be use- 
ful. 

In the opinion of the Committee the 
index fails to fulfil the publisher’s claims 
with respect to the amount of help super- 
intendents, principals and supervisors 
may get from the Index in formulating 
policies, making plans, organizing teacher- 
training programs, building curriculum 
laboratories, etc. "The Committee also 
questions the amount of help which teach- 
ers and librarians may expect from the 
service in preparing teaching units, or- 
ganizing activity programs, providing for 
individual differences, etc. In as much 
as the materials are not graded, and in as 


much as the Index as a whole is poorly 
organized and lacks a subject index, it is 
doubtful that many administrators, teach- 
ers, or librarians would find themselves 
adequately repaid for the time and effort 
it would take to locate materials of value 
in a particular school situation. 

Because the service is poorly organized, 
difficult to use for specific purposes, fails 
to grade or to date the materials offered, 
because much of the material listed is ac- 
tually not free except in limited quan- 
tities, and because the price of the service 
is high, the Educators Index of Free 
Materials is not recommended. 


Free and inexpensive educational 
materials; including Sources of visual 
aids. Special report no. 17. Chicago, 
Quarrie reference library, c1941. $5. 
or free to purchasers of a new set of 
the World book encyclopedia or Child- 
craft (Teachers series). 


According to the publishers, “this 
bibliographical compilation is not in gen- 
eral circulation,” but, “photographically 
reproduced copies for the use of librarians, 
school superintendents, principals and 
teachers” are available. Its aim, as stated 
in the introduction, is to supply teachers 
and educators with information concern- 
ing free and inexpensive material which 
emanates from sources too numerous and 
varied to be generally known. The types 
of material comprise pamphlets, book- 
lets, leaflets, mimeographed material, and 
visual aids, such as: motion pictures, maps, 
posters, charts, etc. 

Annual editions have been published 
since 1937. Since the usefulness of such 
a bibliography depends on its accuracy 
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and up-to-dateness, the foreword states 
that immediately before publication each 
item is rechecked for availability. In ac- 
cordance with this policy the 1941 edition 
has had all out-of-print material elimi- 
nated and items that are essentially com- 
mercial or too mechanical for general use 
omitted. 

A comparison of the table of contents 
of the 1940 and 1941 editions shows that 
in the 1941 edition 39 new entries have 
been added and 14 items omitted or com- 
bined under other headings. The 1941 
edition of the bibliography consists of 136 
pages, with 1358 separate entries “not 
including references to further material 
available from the same source.” ‘The 
table of contents lists 101 different sub- 
jects, alphabetically arranged, including 
such broad headings as: Consumer educa- 
tion, Latin America, Rubber, Soil con- 
servation, etc., which reflect the new in- 
terests currently encountered in the 
classroom. Of special importance to 
teachers is the section “Visual education” 
which lists 15 different sources for obtain- 
ing information concerning such material. 
This bibliography is arranged alphabeti- 
cally by subject and under subject by 
source. The issuing body is given in 
capital letters followed by its address. 
Under the source the titles list series (if 
any), pagination, illustration, price, and 
annotation. No dates are given. When- 
ever motion pictures are listed the infor- 
mation includes length of film, size, type 
of projector and directions for obtaining 
the film. Complete information for 
ordering all pamphlets and helpful sug- 
gestions in obtaining ephemeral material 
in the quickest and most efficient manner 


are to be found in the introduction. 

Annotations, descriptive and evalua- 
tive, are included for each entry and in- 
dicate features of special interest to 
teachers. In some cases teaching units 
with grade levels are noted. Numerous 
cross references are to be found at the end 
of many of the sections. 

The alphabetically arranged subject in- 
dex, while not comprehensive, serves to 
bring together under one heading entries 
which are on related subjects. It was 
found to be accurate im so far as it was 
possible to check. 

The format of the bibliography is pleas- 
ing. In arrangement and type of ma- 
terial the first consideration has been 
given to the teacher and her needs; how- 
ever, public libraries, desirous of building 
up a pamphlet file, will find here much 
material of value to them. 

With a view to evaluating the actual 
worth of such information, a sampling, 
consisting of approximately 10 per cent 
of the free material listed in the 1941 
edition, was undertaken. Requests were 
sent to 45 agencies of various types and 
replies received from 33. In all instances 
the material obtained was well worth add- 
ing to a pamphlet file. Attractive and 
informative booklets were received on 
cotton, rubber, the making of a news- 
paper, forest fires, and a chemical products 
map, to mention only a few. In some 
cases, when the supply of a specific pam- 
phlet had been exhausted, another title 
on the same subject was substituted. 

The chief drawback of the bibliography 
is that it is an annual publication only, and 
therefore cannot list new material im- 
mediately upon its appearance. The 
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bibliography is too expensive for separate 
purchase since most of the materials are 
listed in other current sources. ‘There- 
fore, in view of its price and infrequent 
revision, it is mot recommended for pur- 
chase. 


The index of free materials. A letter 
to Index of free materials company, 
Harrisburg, Ill., has been returned 
marked “Unknown.” ‘Two attempts 
to uncover, through the aid of libra- 
rians, information about this company 
met with no success. 


International index. No reply has 
been received from two letters ad- 
dressed to the Executive guild, Kansas 
City, Mo., believed to be the publishers 
of this service. Similarly, a letter sent 
to the National education society, 
Kansas City, Mo., which was said to 
publish the service at an earlier date, 
was returned marked “Not in direc- 
tory.” 


Modern wonder books; 150 book class- 
room library (covering the first six 
grades). Columbus, Ohio, American 
education press. Complete set $16 in 
metal box. Twenty-five titles for each 
grade in separate metal boxes, $2.95 
per set, plus postage. Ten or more 
titles, 10c each, plus 1c each for post- 
age ; fewer than 10 books 15c each. 


Popularly known as Unit study books, 
these paper-covered booklets, according to 
the publisher, supply ‘a wealth of con- 
tent written on levels suitable for every 
child a carefully organized social 
studies program to meet every require- 


ment for exploratory reading.” There 
are 25 titles for each grade, each book 
comprising a unit of material complete 
in itself. The subject matter is factual, 
covering a broad range of topics in the 
social studies and science of interest to 
children and including fairy tales in the 
selections for the first three grades. The 
books are purported to be based on units 
most frequently found in a national survey 
of courses of study. 

A classroom Library manual accom- 
panying the complete set, describes what 
the classroom library should be and sug- 
gests library activities for the several 
grades. An individual reading chart for 
the class is also provided. 

Modern wonder books have been meas- 
ured by the well-known Gray-Leary and 
Winnetka formulas for vocabulary, sen- 
tence and paragraph structure, and the 
word lists have been checked against a 
master list of words for each grade. They 
are written by carefully selected authors, 
either experts in the subject field, teachers, 
or school leaders, and produced under 
the direction of Miss Eleanor Johnson, 
managing editor of My Weekly Readers. 

The numerous black-and-white illus- 
trations are poor reproductions of photo- 
graphs and many of them are not clear. 
The format of the books is generally unat- 
tractive. The paper covers are not heavy 
enough to withstand hard wear in the 
classroom or in the library. 

A library having a good, up-to-date, 
juvenile encyclopedia will have much of 
the information given in the Modern 
wonder books. Libraries or schools need- 
ing materials of this kind for supplemen- 
tary reading should scrutinize similar pub- 
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lications. Mention might be made of 
the Row, Peterson publications: Basic 
science and Basic social education series. 

Although individual titles may fit cer- 
tain curriculum needs, Modern wonder 
books are not recommended for library 
materials as a set. 


The Pamphleteer Monthly; a buying 
guide to free and inexpensive material. 
N.Y., Pamphlet distributing company. 
$3 per year, 35c per copy. 

This is a paper covered magazine pub- 
lished every month except July and 
August, approximately 32 pages per issue, 
listing, classifying and annotating over 
300 new pamphlets in each issue. Where 
this differs from most services is that the 
Pamphlet distributing company, publish- 
ers of the Pamphleteer Monthly, acts asa 
distributing agency for all pamphlets 
listed, prices of which run from 5 cents to 
$3. Material in the Pamphleteer 
Monthly is classified by subject and the 
subjects are arranged alphabetically by 
title. Each entry includes title, author, 
publisher, date, collation, price and a 
serial number that is used in ordering from 
the Pamphlet distributing company. Brief 
annotations are given for most of the 
pamphlets. 

According to the publisher’s statement, 
pamphlets listed are chosen on the basis of 
their value, accuracy, timeliness and use. 
Some periodical articles (mainly from 
magazines not included in the Reader’s 
Guide to Periodical Literature) are in- 
dexed. No titles are repeated in later 
issues. ‘The issues are not cumulated 
which presents some difficulty when one 
is searching for special titles or subjects. 


The service is indexed in Public Affairs 
Information Service. 

The classifications used are listed in the 
front of some issues. The subject head- 
ings are quite broad in scope and do not 
follow standard forms used in most li- 
brary publications. ‘This makes it dif- 
ficult to use in reference work. 

The selection of material appears to be 
from the standpoint of a public library 
rather than that of aschool. This service 
is intended only as a buying guide, and as 
such it is recommended.- It is not to be 
compared with services which also give 
help in selection, classification, subject 
headings, and reference work. 


Practical index system. Green Bay, 
Wis., Central education association 
service basis of $1 per month for Gen- 
eral section, or $1.25 with Secondary 
school section included. Term of serv- 
ice usually for three years. New edi- 
tion each year, plus occasional supple- 
ments and bulletin board material. 
An index of free materials (pamphlets, 

maps, exhibits, films, etc.) appears in the 
form of a 125 card file, complete in a tin 
box. Each card, 5 by 7 inches in size, has 
a subject heading under which are listed 
sources of material on that subject. In- 
formation given for each entry usually in- 
cludes the author and title, size or number 
of pages, descriptive information and ad- 
dress of issuing organization. 

Some subjects may take as many as 
three cards to list all sources while other 
subjects with little material may be in- 
cluded two or three toacard. Main sub- 
jects are filed alphabetically as are the 
sub-topics. 
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The index file includes table of contents 
and cards listing the main subjects. There 
are no cross references in either the table 
of contents or in the index itself. 

A revised index is issued once a year 
and the old cards are called in, for it is 
the service that is sold and never the index 
itself, the publishers state. Supplementary 
cards are added to the main index several 
times a year in order to keep it up to date. 
These cards are headed ‘“‘Miscellaneous” 
and are neither alphabetized or arranged 
by subject. 

The sources of free materials listed are 
Federal and State governmental depart- 
ments, travel bureaus, steamship lines, 
railroads, foreign governments, endowed 
organizations and industrial concerns. 
The association states that it has made 
written arrangements with the distribu- 
tors. However, there is no explanation 
of what these arrangements are. It also 
warns subscribers that there is no guar- 
antee that the supply of pamphlets is in- 
exhaustible. 

There is no indication of the persons 
doing the listing although the association 
does claim that it is done by experts in 
every field of knowledge. 

Subscription to the Practical index 
system includes the privilege of renting 
at a reasonable rate, a specially built 
16mm. classroom silent motion picture 
projector, which can be operated from 
either 110-volt electric current, a 32-volt 
plant or a 6-volt automobile battery. 

Another feature that is stressed is the 
Secondary school section which is sent 
only to high schools, colleges, libraries, 
etc., but never to grade schools. This 
costs $3 a year more. 


The subject headings used are not 
standard. They are rather general and 
indefinite such as Dramatics, Economics, 
Industrial arts, Sciences, and while it 
would be possible to find material of value 
by reading through the cards, the index 
does not lend itself to quick, ready refer- 
ence. As mentioned earlier, no cross in- 
dexing is done; for example if material on 
South America is desired, one must look 
over four cards labeled Geography— 
World and two more on Travel. If one 
wishes something on Light, there is no 
clue in the table of contents, but under 
Social science one booklet is listed. There 
are four cards headed Charts and posters 
but it is necessary to read them all to 
locate any particular subject. The cards 
for films merely list titles, neither in al- 
phabetical nor subject order. It is neces- 
sary to read through the entire listing to 
find what films are available. 

These deficiencies make the service dif- 
ficult to use. 

As this service lacks certain refinements 
of indexing and subject headings, and in 
view of the fact that it costs at least $12 
a year, it is not recommended. 


The reader’s modern guide. Three 
letters sent to the Information com- 
pany, Hymera, Ind., asking for review 
material, brought no reply. 


Vertical file service catalog; an- 
notated subject catalog of pamphlets. 
Monthly, except August ; annual cumu- 
lation. N.Y., H. W. Wilson co, April, 
1932- Service basis. 


This reference service aims not only to 
supply the most complete annotated sub- 
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ject index of pamphlet material, but also, 
to quote the publishers, “to serve as a buy- 
ing list, as a source of pamphlets on cur- 
rent topics, as a subject guide, and as a 
reference aid.” 

Publication of the Vertical file service 
catalog began in April 1932. Since that 
date, cumulated volumes for 1932-34 
(cloth bound), 1935, 1936, 1937, 1938, 
1939, 1940 and 1941—all of which are 
paper bound—have been issued. The 
1941 cumulation was issued in February 
1942. 

Between 500 and 600 titles, comprising 
pamphlets, booklets, leaflets, and mimeo- 
graphed material, are listed each month. 
The arrangement of entries is alphabeti- 
cal under subject, with an excellent title 
index, which includes subject headings 
in parentheses, at the back of each issue. 
Complete information concerning the 
pamphlets includes title, author, paging, 
publishers, publication date, price, and a 
brief descriptive annotation. 

The subject headings follow the stand- 
ard form in use by the Readers’ Guide to 
Periodical Literature, familiar to all li- 
braries, and may well serve as a guide in 
assigning headings in the pamphlet file. 
No cross references are to be found except 
in the cumulated volumes; however, in 
these issues they are numerous and very 
carefully worked out. The descriptive 
annotations are brief and unbiased, serv- 
ing as excellent guides in selecting ma- 
terial of current interest. The title in- 
dexing was found to be accurate for all 
entries checked. 


A new feature adopted in September 
1940, should prove of special interest to 
smaller schools and public libraries. Every 
month a selection of from 60 to 80 of the 
more “popular” pamphlets is made. These 
are kept in a stock file at the offices of the 
H. W. Wilson company to facilitate 
ordering and to insure promptness of de- 
livery of those titles likely to be most 
urgently needed. To date, this collection 
contains about 1200 titles. 

About one third of the total number 
of pamphlets listed are free, according to 
the publishers. This feature makes the 
service of particular value to libraries 
with a limited budget. 

In order to estimate the actual value 
of such publications a sampling consisting 
of 10 per cent of the free material listed 
in the December 1941 issue was under- 
taken. Requests for material were sent to 
10 different agencies and 9 replies were 
received. The pamphlets were found to 
be excellent—the topics ranging from 
Knots and splices to British farmers at 
war, Sisal fibre, and Youth in defense and 
postdefense periods. ‘The content of the 
pamphlets was factual and the material 
of a type worthy of inclusion in an up-to- 
date pamphlet file. 

Since the Vertical file service catalog is 
sold on a service basis (subscription rates 
will be quoted on request), the price is 
within the range of even the small high 

school. Because of its timeliness, con- 
venient arrangement and thoroughness, 
the Vertical file service is recommended 
for junior and senior high school, college, 
and public libraries. 
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